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Lcller from Senalur Chase, of Ohio, to Hon, B. F. Butler, of Neio York* 



Di;a ii Sir: 



WAHnixfJTox, ./f/7// 15, 1852. 
Tho year 1818 will bo Dunnoi'ti- 



])lt^ in hlsLory as !i year of movement, ol'pro- 
(if cn{Vaiu;hit"jmont. In tluit yoar It. wa.s 



my i'ovtuno to bo doHoIy associated witli you in 
jn)!;tical aution. VV(.i -wcro both members of the 
C'diivoiition of tbe Free Dcmocu'aoy which ais- 
iionitdt'd at Biity'alo ; both members of tho com- 
niiitce wliiuli unanimously reported the rosolu- 
tionii wliieli wcro unanimously adopted by tho 
Convention as its pliitform : and both members 
(if the committee design alcd by the Convention 
to advise Martin Van liuren ni' his nomination, 
the candidate of tbo Free Democracy^ ibv 
tlio Presidency of the United States. 

Tlie ,:;rand object of tlni':; assemblage, doclar- 
«!l by ildoU^ was ''the uni(t!i of the people, un- 
der tho banner of Free Democracy, in a solemn 
and liaal declaration of their independence of 
tho ylave pov^or. and of tlieir fixed determina- 
tion to rescue the Federal Government from its 
control/^ The immediate and pressinj; neces- 
sity of the hour was the exclusion of slavery 
\\-<:m\ t1ie Territories acquired from Mexico ; 
but it was clearly nnderatood that this exclu- 
sion, if accomplished, would not be a final set- 
tlement of tho controversy Ix'-tween slavery and 
iVoedora. It was seen, on the con trarj'', that ! 
tlie slave power, resulting from the unity and 
nijignitude of the slave interest, and its firm 
establishment iji nearly lialf the States, would 
siill be able to control tho National Govern- 
ment and proscribe its opponents through the 
iiotion of national administrations, by its old 
policy of refusing support to any political par- 
ty not prepared to acqniosce in its demands, 
and giving support to that party v/hich v,'ould 
!«ost completely acquiesce. The Convention, 
tiierefore, did not confine itself to a simple 
d(!.;l:u-:iriou in favor of tho prohibition of the 
extension of slavery into free territory, and the 
nomination of candidates hostile to such asten- 
:'ion ; but, while denying theiaright of interfer- 
ence bv Congress Avith slavery within the lim- 
its ot any State, resolved, nevertheless, that '-it 
is the duty of the Federal Government to re- 
I'ovc itself from all responsibility for the exist- 
ence or continuance of slavorv, wherever that 



I defined their position in respect to slavery, and 
i having, also, unanimously ajjreed upon a plat- 
form of principles and measures, embracing all 
! tho important political questions of tho da\', 
j tho niombors of tho Convention soleumly pledg- 
I cd thomsolvos to each other and tho country, 
' in thio emphatic declaration : 

'* llrsiihunl, 't iml, vv« insciil);; on our l»aniipr, Free Soil, Freo 
S|i(iP(!li. Frw fiiibor, 1111(1 V\vi.> iMun. iiiid umlci' it will iiylit Oh 
ami li^'lil war, until ii Uiuniplmul vicloiy shall rcwurd our ox- 
fiiions." 

1 well remember the gratification and delight 
which you expressed upon tho unanimous adop- 
tion of this ])latibrm by tho committee, iind 
when, as its chairman, you reported it to the 
Convention. The scene which then ensued 
will not soon fa do from the memory of any who 
witnessed it. The vast multitude, animated by 
one impulse, literally shouted for joy. They 
seemed to feel that Democracy had, at length, 
broken the bonds of the slaA'o power, and would 
henceforth have free course in its mission of 
enfranchisement and elevation, and that our 
country, guided by its maxims and penetrated by 
its spirit, would exhibit to tho world the example 
I of a Government openly, fearlessly, and consist- 
1 ently in lavor of freedom everywhere and for alL 
Nor shall I ever forget tlie honorable zeal 
with which the New York Democracy joined 
in this great movement for human liberty. 
Their devotion to freedom was not then for the 
I first time proved. No sooner had it become 
} evident that tiie war with Mexico must result 
1 in vast accessions to the territory of theRepub- 
I lie. than, with signal unanimity, they joined in 
j the demand for the exclusion of slavery from 
i the new acquisitions. At first they were almosi; 
! unanimous in this demand; but the proscrip- 
1 tive denunciations with which the slave inter- 
i est assailed all the friends of prohibition, shook 
j the resolution of many, and converted the for- 
i ward /.oal of some into cold indift'orence or 
open hostility. The Radical Democracy of 
i New York, however, stood firm ; and when, in 
i 1847. the opponents of the Proviso, having ob- 
\ tained, as was alleged, by force and fraud, the 
I control of the Democratic Convention at Syra- 
cuse, rejected a I'esolntion in I'avor of that 



; great measure, the Radical Democr.'iCy, assem- 
Goywiment possesses constitutional power toil bled at Herkimer, inscribed the Proviso of 
ie^ishitc on the subject, and is thus responsi- j: Freedom on their banner, and rejected tho 
ijle for its existence;"^ accepted '-'the issue li nominations of the Syracuse Convention, in- 
ti^ndcredby the slave power; and to its "dc-|!suring thereby their rejection by the people, 
mand for more slave States and more slave ;! The members of tho Legislature, which assem- 
territory,"' gave '-the calm but final answer. bled tho succeeding winter at Albany, rejpre- 
'■ no more slave States, and no slave Territory : i; senting both divisions of the Democracy, united 
'■^nd declared that "the Government ought to ''in a call for a State Convention to meet at 
return to its original policy, v.diich, as the his- i Utica, to appoint delegates to the Baltimcro 
tory of tho country clearly show's. Was not to !• National Convention, agreeably to the cstab- 
extond, nationalize, or encourage, but to limit. I! lishcd usages of the party. A committee of 
localize, and discour:! go slavery." Having thus ii the Syracuse Convention *had aJready called 
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unotlicr Convontini), to moot at Albany, for thn 
srnu) piirjioso. lioili Convotitums iissonibloil 
luid u])|ioint(!t), (Icluj^alos. 'V\w nppi/iiitourt ol' 
tho vi^;;^uliu'ly calliMl Utica Couviintion avcm-o 
I'rionvb — lliuso Di'tliu Albany Convontion oppo- 
iKiiits — of tlu5 l*r()vis(». Ib»tli koIh of dcle^atos 
JitttMnbd aC lialduiuvo. tSuiiuj of the sbiY(! 
SfcatiiS, an usual, wuro ropvcsonlud by munovouH 
dolejJ5ati()iis, varjtly diHpvojiortioiiod to tb«,iv 
oloctoval votes, and avoio imnninuniH in thoir 
hostility to tlid Proviso and its IVioiids. 'J'bc 
Comniittco on Ci'(M]c,uti;iis ve})ortcd against Ibc 
adniissioti of tbo lltioa, and in i'avor of tlu) ad- 
mission of tbo Albany dcdegaios. Tbo Conven- 
tion rejected tbo vcpovt; and yet, vcfushiij; Lo 
dcoido tlio rpuirttion of ri;;bt, resolved to admit 
botb sctx, tbercljy noutraiiziiiy; tbo powfi- of 
tbo regular delegation (lulto as otfeetiially as if 
tbcy bad been esidiubid. Tbus proscribed on 
account of tbuir pi-inelplo!<, tbe New Voi-k del- 
egation refused to tiike seats in tbo Conven- 
tion, and, returning to tbeir constituents, issu- 
ed a call for a Convention of tbo New York 
Democracj', to assemble a.t Utica, on tbe 22d 
of Juno, JS18, for tbe purpose of taking into 
consideration tbe existing condition of political 
alliiirS; and naming candidates for tlic Presi- 
dency and Vice Presidency. 

Tbe Convention assembled, and nominated 
Martin Van Buuk.n, of New York, and .flExav 
Dcnoi:, of Wisconsin, as candidates lor Presi- 
dent and Vice President, and issued an able 
address to tbe people in vindication of tbeir 
position and action. In tbls address, tbe Con- 
vention, after declaring in tbo most explicit 
termi3 the devotion of ihe New York Democ- 
racy to tho principles and measures of tbe 
Democracy of the Union, said : 

'■ Tlie lieiwt uiwl iVont of our olV.Miiiiii'i nifri'K'in tiiis: 

W« inul simply i!oi;liiri;il iliiii; uiiiic wi- woul.l l.iilliru!ly ii.liH ic 
lo ail [\w (.'oai|iroiriiff.',s(irtiif (v'oii-;iii.niioii, ami uoiiiil •.nuiir.am 
iiiviolalp ail the rcsi'rvfd u'^'ht-i of I he ri.'.iirs, we uii.' luieorii 
I(ionii'.i'.i;;ly <>|)p()-Hl lo tiic i'.\ti'n>ioii ol'slavi'ry liv :.ny ai'Uiiii 
ol" Ui« ,l'\uit'rai (ioveriuiii'lit, mlo llio Iciriioiy of Uu' (.'luli'd 
Stales, iiln;aily w liercutu'r to Ik- iiciiuuu.l, in wlii.tli ii lioc-i doi 
v\\f.t ; iiiiil lliat. to llii-; (-nil wo (iosiif;!, and, so lar aJ our cIlo:!-, 
couslitultoiially (Itrcriwl couiii at'i-oiii|tiisii if, ii,'-.-iij;n".l. liiai 
tliu j)rol)ibilion ot' -hi vor v coiilainfil in )in> i^rtliii.tiic:.' oi'lTri; — 
first. i)i-opo>i'il ill 17SI l)y Tiiouias .Jfli''isoii — slioiil.i li'.i aiijilit'd 
to these leriit«rii!S, so Ions? as tlii'y siumld i(.'ni:im imdiM- li,.- ^'ov- 
eiiinieiit oi' Coni;rtf>s. Hut, ij-jforu lin' .-i-siMililui;; ofihf l.aiti 
utoro Cotivuiiiioii, Uio slave powrr, in many of it- com-.l.vvcs. sat 
in juii.itricat of tiifso opinions. condcnini'Mj tiu'in as !u>re'i.-al, 
doiiottnct'd all wlio lit-dil ilicni :is apo-lali's iVom ])-'ino:Tii,t; 
faith, and u^solvoil to support no oim- Ibr tlu" i'R'>ii!L'Ucv or V'icj 
l'r(\-.id('ni'y wlio should adop) or favo,- tluMn. It was to carry 
4Hit -Uese pttMit'termiliaMoii>, to 'Xivc eltuL-i, lo Uir-t- fori-;,'oiu! con- 
cln.^ions, that our i5i-ic:;,'a(t."s wi;re placuil undi-r tlm ii;in." 

Tbe etTect of these, denunciations u}'.on the 
timid and time-serving, ats well as tbe energy 
and decision of tbe New York Demucrui?y n\ 
fciiis hour of Freedom's peril, was tbus vividly 
portraj^ed in this address: 

'■ fn tins uuto'.vafil state of iiiit):;s, amid tiiis in-r' ariii:: def.c- 
t.ioii lo ill" interests of fieedom, tho Dfinoeniev of the ."^tal" 
of New Vorlv fell il their duty lo iiileivene. 'i'liev oiipo-ed 
thfmsolves to the e.urrenl ; and if lii.-y conlil i.oi wleilly ar- 
rest, llipy sl.iye<l iu i.ro^'resss. lu !li< ir primary ami o'hcr ("on 
vetilions, thion!.'h tlie piu-.s, jmd in the Viiri(>ns oiher forms ie, 
\vliie!», ill this ((iiailer of the t'liion, the in,i-s"s arc wont, to 
make known their sentiments and wish.-s, tiie vniei > of t!io ijei - 
men of oar rilato were lifie l uji lo waMi, tL> '.-le iiurri-i\ nnd to 
rally the friends of fieeihmi, llm h)vei« oi' Jusiice. an I tiie snn 
jiorters of the Constilulion. .-siiH..! at i'\ aen-e, it pe;iled in 
trum}WMon's at iliMii.mef .nnd ftiea, ami has sii)i.'o hecn m 
txiittxi li'fiiii tivury hill toii in ihu i^taiu.'* 



ft wan ill IbiM Hpirit of dovntion to justico, 
freedom, nnd tbe Constitution, and witli tb'i 
j noblo pur|;i;.-'o tif bringing liaek tbo ("lovcni- 
! njont b) Ibe pnlioy uf JiflV(M'son. tbat tbo nomi- 
'nations of Ibo New Ytadc Democracy were 
' made a.l. lUicn, in 1 S18. 
i Contempovaneouf-ly with tbe Utica Conv<!ii- 
' tion, tbo opponents of sbwery extenwion and 
, tbe slavf^ ]H)wor, in Obio, 'assembled at Cobuii- 
bus; rejected fbe tuimiimos of botb tbo Whig 
' and Democrat io Nationti,! (.'onvtiniions. as uii- 
' friendly to freedom, and siunmoned a Nationnl 
Convention, to meet at liulViiio on tbe 9lb ( f 
August. A. similar assemblage in Massacbu- 
. sott.j concurred in that summons. 
! Gentjral DODGE, of Wisconsin, declined tho 
; Utica nomination, and tlio New York Domoc- 
j racy deterntined not to sjipply tbo vacancy, but 
j to unite with tbe Niitional Convention at Buf- 
: fillo, in presenting to tbe American People can- 
didates repre;;ent,ing their prinei}iles. 
j When tbe C(.';ivention assembled, it wn.-i 
: found to 1)0 composed almost wholly of Dcmu- 
Uvats; of Liberty men, thoroughly Democratic 
j in tbeir principles and views of public policy ; 
1 and of Whigs, whoso attacliment to Whii; 
i measures had l.)een overcome by their devoliou 
j to freedom, and their opposition to the on- 
! croachmcnts of slavery and tbe usurpations of 
I tbe slave power. Tbe New York Democracy 
; naturally took the lead. 

I PiiKsTON' KiNd, a New York .Democrat, 
: prominent in Congress and at Baltimore, wa;; 
i Chairman of tbe first infornval meeting, on tlio, 
I cvenmg preceding tbe regidar sitting of tii.j 
. Convention. In a short addres^s, received widi 
j unaninmus acclamtition. he stated the princi- 
; pies which must form tbe jiasis of the political 
, organization in wliieh tbcy were about to unite. 
\\ He was req-.ie.sted to eml/ody tliose princi|ll(^^ 
i in resoIutit)ns, and present tbem to tbe Con- 
': vention iiyv.'n lis opening the next d;jy, as tho 
I: views of the meeting. I'hree resolutions Avcre 
accorilingly drawn up by him and prcsenttMl 
I to the Convention. 1 in.sert tr.cni. that it may 
1; be distinctly seen what was tlie line of iiotidii. 
j m respect to slavery, recommended by tbo New 
I York Democracy to tbe Bidfalo Convention: 

';: •' llciiiirri, Tiiai it is dnty of tlio Fi.'dcT.'d (.Jovernm mi: 
ji to fe!ie\i; itself ol' all ^-.ponsiUility for the extension orconuiin- 
ij aiii'e ol' .-i ivery, wle-fever lirit <.ioveriime!it posscsse.? cons^Mti;' 
I' li'iii.-il anthoriiv, ami i'. ie*;ponr.ihle !'or its cvirleiieo. 
;; " lirsolriil. 'I'iiai. the Stales within wliicli >!.'1\ erv f'.vists If" 
1' alono ii'-poa^ihie lor the eoniiniiam^-' or e\i:.tnn'je of staviiv 
ij within --u 'h folate-, and i!:e Federal Goveiuineiit has ii. iih'"' 

rcspoiivihilii V nor I'o'isiiiiiiioual anthoii'.y lo aholiiii or ie::iil,iU' 
.' .".huery wiiiun ihe r.- a es. 

'■ l^i,s(j.'rcil, Tiiai. Ihe true. and. in the jmi;^mptit of i his t!'er 
, veiii ioii. the onlv ,-,;ie m.'aii-. ol" pieveii! in;: the e.\teii>iOii of 

• lav"ry in'o i lie 'iVinfi.ries now free, is lo piohioit it- exi.iieiice 

111 all siieh Tenilories by im aet of ('onirres-." 

' These resolutions, unanimously approved by 
the Conventicai, were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Resolution.'?, of whicli you were cbuir- 
nnin, and were embodied in tho pititform. I 
biive already spttken of tbe harmony Avbieli 
characterized the labors of tlnit committee : tbe 

1 unanimity witb Avhicb they agreed upon the 
platform, and tbe unanimous enthusiasm with 
which the Convention, with one voice, ratified 
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it. Yon liavo not forgotten It; you will novor 

I'ui'in't it. 

thiit I'l-ATFOlur, tlioronglily Domoorntio in 
its ])rinciploH nnd nioasiiros, iind cordiiilly ac- 
ccptcd by the New Yoi-k Benioorucy. made it 
easy lor the Convention to adopt the Utioa 
nomitnilion Ibi* the Prosldonoy as theii* own, 
iiltliougli a largo number of its members were 
;ilrcii(ly (!onnnitt«d to the .sif[iport ol' a New 
lliinipsliire Demoevat, over fait it'iil to freedom, 
iiiul tlicn endeared to them the more by tlie 
cluu'actovifjtic ma|Lji;nanimIty with whitdi ho had 
]»lai;ed tlie nomination which had been pre- 
vioubly conferred on him at the dlspoiiial of the 
Cuiivention. 

iMautin V^an Burkn, therefore, received the 
nninination for the Presidency, while Ciiaulks 
FiiANCis Adams, a. grandson of tiio fore- 
most and ablest champion of the Declaration 
of Independence, and a son of the most distin- 
guished and indefati liable defender of the right 
of petition and the liberties of the people, re- 
m\G(\ the nomination for the Vice Presidency. 
The iir:it of these distinguished citizens, him- 
self an unwavering Democrat, hfid been ele- 
vated to the highest political distinctions, both 
State nnd National^ 1)y the Democratic jiarty : 
TA'blle the second, though hitherto in party con- 
nection a Whig, was a Whig of the Revolu- 
tionary stamp- — of the school of Franlclin and 
Jeifovson — not of that modern school, marked 
by devotion to the Interests of Property rather 
than to the ri<.^ht8 of man. 

It is enough to say of these nominations, and 
of the canvass whicli ensued, tluit by this ac- 
tion of the Independent Democracy, the prohi- 
bition of .slavery in Oregon was secured, and 
the exclusion of slavery from the other terri- 
t()vi{is was mad(5 the most prominent theme of 
pnliticiil discussion, and both the other parties 
in the free States were compelled to declare 
iiio.nselves in favor of it; while the Avhole rela- 
tions of the Federal Government to slavery 
wcTO subiccted to si thorougli investigation, 
convincing multitudes that the best interests 
of the people, as well as the correct iuterpre- 
tatiuu of the Constitution, demand the total 
divorce of th'e Federal Government from slave- 
ry. At the clo.<;e of the canvass, it was found 
that three hundred thousand ehfCiors. nearly 
one-ninth of all the voters in the United States, 
bad enrolled tbemselves on the sido of IVeedom. 

What, then, was to be done? No one seem- 
ed to think the contest over, and the time for 
disbanding arrived. On the contrary, the or- 
ganization was everywhere maintained ; and 
uyertnres for union and concert came from that 
division of the Democracy, which, during the 
recent canvass, had vainly expected success 
li'om concessions to slavery. In Wisconsin and 
^ ermont. the two divisions of the Democracy 
nnitod upon thoroughly Democratic platforms, 
unsullied by corapromise.with wrong. In Ohio 
'ind in iSlassacbusetts, partial union and co- 
operation took place. In New York, the nego- 
tiations for a union were protracted. Conven- 
tions of both divisions met at Rome, in Auguat, 



1849, but separated without results. At longtli, 
howu\er, a K^^ite ticket was arranged, each di- 
vinion nomii atiiig half the candidates, inde- 
pendently of the other, and both divlsionw 
agreeing to snjiport the whole ticket. Many 
of the Free Soil Democrats manifested a .strong 
repugnance to this arrangement. T\my ear- 
nestly desired to nuiintain their own distinct or- 
ganisation imtil the other division of the Do- 
mo(n'aey should bo willing to accept their prin- 
ciples of freedom as the political faith of the 
united Democracy. They expressed strong ap- 
prehensions that a union upon any other basis 
would result in tlio compromise and linal aban- 
donment of their iirinciples. To remove these 
apprehensions, and reconcile to the Union a 
body of earnest men, whoso adhesion v/as in- 
dispensable to the success of the united ticket, 
strong resolutions, reiterating the principles of 
the Bulfah) Platform, wore adopted by the Free 
Soil division in convention at Utica, in Septem- 
bctr, and speeches were made l)y John Van Bu- 
ren, Henry B. Stanton, and other.s, giving the 
sti'ongest assurances that the proposed union 
would insure the recognition of these princi- 
ples by the entire Dcnmcracy of New Y'ork. 

An extract from a speecliof Mr. Van Buren, 
upon the introduction of the resolutions, will 
I show the character of these assurances: 

I " T will staio." ho rcni.iikfd , " fiiiily, freely, nnd fully, what 
I we expect, VVp pxpcor, to innkctlio Detnotiratic piiily of this 
I Si;il(.' ilin ^rojit Atiii-Shivfry piirty of tlii.s Sutte, inui„,tl)rong!i 
1 it !() m'.\k'.: tho Diiiiocaitic p;ir*y of liic Ijnitpfl .^tjile; the sfte'dt 
j Auti-e'l.'iveiy piiiiy of Uio (JriitPii States. Thoso who do not 
coiileniplale this r^-nlt will do well to jrot oul of Uie wv.y ; for 
tlieio is no (loul'i ili!itw!ion our piinciplos pet fairly before t ho 
people, so lli!it llioy can lii-ar flifiTi. and know wliat. ihoy an; — 
wu havt> made arranf:<:'nie!i1s for Uiat now — th;it tho wholo 
pnoplt! will ill) will) n-:. And our S'ouiIi-tu fri'Mids, ii!iviti«j had 
ihinijs all tlif'ir ow n way for tlie last Iwenlylivti or (hiily yi.-.irs, 
ni!ii.l make up ilicir niiiids lo let liavp our own way for a 
wliiie, we beiii;,' lair nit'ii, and reason;!ibIe in our demands." 

These a.s3uranccs prevailed, and the united 
ticket was agreed to. 

Immediately after this, both divisions of the 
party met in Mass Convention, at Syracuse. 
At this Convention a resolution on slavery was 
adopted, altirming the constitutional power of 
Congress over slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia and the Territories, but not recommending 
the exercise of the poAver in respect to the Dis- 
trict, and only i-ecommending its exercise in 
regard to the Territories "on occasions of at- 
tempts'"^ to introduce slavery into them. The 
resolution further declared, that simple agree- 
ment in support of the ticket, and not concur- 
rence, oven in these views, was to be made the 
basis of the union. This was certainly a seri- 
ous retrogression from the position taken at 
BulTalo, and, only two days before, at Utica ; 
and yet the leaders of the Radical Democracy 
still assured the friends of freedom that all 
was safe, and that the entire Democracy of 
New Y'ork would advance to th 5 impartial ap- 
plication of Democratic principles to all ques- 
tions, slavery inclnded, and array its unbroken 
strength against the encroachments of slavery 
I and the domination of the slave power. Many 
I earnest opponents of slavery, relying on theso 
' assurances, gave to the united ticket, not Jft hes- 
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itating and rohictant, Imt a cordial and vigor- 
ous Hti'pporfc. . ii 

WViat ground thoy had for MV^;h ro'lliinco 
will appear from dociarationH niado at tho Sy- 
vucuao MaHB Conventiotij and on othor occii- 
wions, about tho aanio time, by j^ontlcnicn who 
}30Sse.S8cd thoir uridividod eoiiiidomu;. 

Among theso gentlemon, Phkstcn Kfxo 
«tood very prominent. His action in Conj^-vess, 
hiB course at Bidlaio, Ih'h high roymto for i«in- 
<;6rity and integrity, had knit to iiim the alibc- 
tions of the Free' Soil .Dcnioci'aey. Kc Avas 
fornially called upon to tvddros« t he Mass Con- 
vention, and among other things waiil: 

^ "'I'he ^fjri.'tit, ()nostioii Mono llio A tiKiriitaii jironlc now is, 

•'Kill lilt) inltMCSiS dt' slilVl'IV, IIS 11 politltrjll pOWiT, |>r"ll(lll,iir\ll' 

"vcr tlic iiriiii:i(ii<is dl" iVi'i'iloiii in lliis coiiniiy ? 'I'Uiw is no 
iioulil tlmi llilslsllio proiiiinciil (|iii'>tioii ln-roni tiic uvuuiirv. 
^ * 'riicrr; IS 110 lioiilii ili!(l (ho incoii Ibr'iiot ('>;|ir('.->iM;i mk'Ii 
TUliiiu'iitsi on t.liis sniijocf iUf miliTMiint'd, i< liio niiiiH'lifii 
m'oii tfint (do sliivo Htalifs (u; lost, 't iuti! no lionlii tliiii 
'Ills mowoiuiiy fonsiiicriiiion liiiuliMs iininv Tkmu ^jH'iiMn^' onl 
whiU (I'lcy iliiiik iuul ll.'!.'!. Tin' oliji'ct of this (^jnwniion Is to 
iinilw tho jitiily, >.o thiit its, nclioii iiniy in' uniininioii-i in t.'oii- 
,'!r(Hs in favor of t'lticilom. Anil thiit iiHion nin«l ln' uiintiinion-!. 
We must iei]iiiin timlfvory ini'iiibci' of (^oniiiL-^s iVoni llis- .Voilli 
slijill Miind lirin npon this (jni.stion. I buliuvi! tlial our L'unvcn 
•ions at Roiiiu and Utii.'ii wt'o* >iiii'(<r(; ami iinaniinuns in Ihc 
'iRlerniinaiion to saeriluic ovnry thin;; i'l<(? cxix'pt |iiint'i)i|i? to 
IHociiutJ a union, ami tMinally iiiianinunis in tin- ()ci.friniii;ili(in 
not to sacrilice a i>articl(! or"iiiinci|il(\ [ hcliovo, and Wf; Im'- 
'!«,'vo, that ninij-tonths ofthc Cass nwn aiiiw witli n< on lliis (|i\<s 
ti'on. If not, I slioulc! not ilosiri' this onion ; lint, for wrtain 
reasons which arc unkiiDWn to um, ctviain men who have liail 
much iiidnenco with thfoi art- not hero. Poiiiaiir; ihev ilo not 
ar;ree with us, anil ilo not ditsire ilii-; union. In Iho ('ounlv in 
which I reside, there are nuuiy nwu uolonginL' lo a pariv which 
united tlieir strength with oiirs ia^t vi.'ar. itt Bii(t"do, iii a way 
which excited my adniir.nion. Thi-y wisluid to sio the aif- 
vancement of tiie )nin(;i|.le.s of fri-cdoin, and showed no solici- 
tude aliovU. tho distrihation of otiicfs, I.ct us now he tvnn to 
;)rinci)>lo under this union, and they will ito witii as, and so 
will all honest and hhcriy lovini: iwn : luu tin; niDoiC'iU wo i 
abandon this principle Ihoy'wiil (luit.and I will (jnit wiili thoin." i 

John Van Bujien, who had boon regai-d- 
•>d as the Cooitr do Lion of the Fi-co Domocva- \ 
c.y, and whoso bold voice for freedom had rung ' 
tlirou^hoiit the blind like a trumpet call, eve"- 
yywhere arousing enthusiasm, and everyvvherc; 
Inspiring determination, also addressed this: 
Mass Convention. After declaring, in strong 
t«rm.s, his nnaltered convictions on tlie snb)oct 
of slavery, and the existing necessity for speech : 
and Jiction, he said:.. 

" I have had occasion to snv. hi'rotororf>, th.-it I would not 
snotiort any man for the I'lesidij'ne.y who do(s not hd ev.- »l;iv(. 
ry 'o be an unmitigated evil, and wiio will not use nil the i,ow- 
< f which the Consiifution and hiw* may phii-e in his haiwU tor 

OVfirthroW. I would cive noticr' now, that the i-eneral jnrh'- 
iiianiof the people lu this State is, that th.'v cannot anil will 
'lol swerve ;'rom lhi-< position ; and a* u,r m-, I sh;dl live ami 
'lie by it. This committee have not reported that as a re-ole- 
»ion, and have therelbre tit Hen far short of what f want said • 
but, ucverthetesi?, they do s-iy soniethin;:." ' ' 

The speech to whii-h Mr. Van Burcn reforrcd 
v^as delivered at Clevclttiid, on the anniversary 
of the Ordinance of 17ST, just one month pre- 
vious to^ the assembling /f the Mass CtMivcn- 
tion at Syracuse. In tiij,t speech ho had thus 
defined his nosition : i 

" When I have heard it said that no slavejiol.ler sliall he' 
I'rpsident of the rnited Sntes. I bavo di-^e„ted. \V '.l>in"loii 
was a slaveholder; so was JelTer-nt,, Mailison, and Mon'roe 
When a slaveholder lilie theni shall siMain our ininei'des !,» 
can brini: to our aiil a e!a-s of men no ••'.her man can reai li • 
therefore, f do not tinnk it i-roivr to take sm-h a po-,iti(,„ \ 
am, however, the uneiitiirated enemv of slavery, an.l wonlil 
x^ave It aboil. he.i withen! delay. { -aV, li.eierore'. for mvself- 
ftUd 1 wish to he understood a. sp-al;in':r f'«r mvM'ira!o.,e"-..)l,;,i 
iKl wiial »uU coino, 1 .hull, under uo ut;c<s,vily whatever, snj.' 



port iiny tnnii for Pif'f.id(,tit wlio doen tint liflievt' slavery to Ii(» 
tin nnniixi'i! enri.e, I'tiil wl") '.Nill not, by viiliue of ids oil' o, 
iMo all ('Oiisiiiniimia' jiouer |o alHilhh ii. Km I ask, by wiiiii 
mode are we to veaeli iheohjei'l in \ii'W ? 'I'he iiiisWei ifi plain, 
(ly fioitif; diKik to tliiil ailiipli.Ml iind pnr.neil by Kie irnn.o'itd 
I'otinderi of onr (loverniin'Ml. It is eomnriscd brielly in this ; 
N(» more kIhvo k'liiles-"tio moro Hiave 'rerrilories— ihe willi- 
iltawal ofllie sUpnoM ol'ibe )''edi!i(il (idVeiiiment iVoin jilnveiy, 
and the iiholitioii of it wbori'Ver it eiiii l)e reMehed by eon.titii- 
lioi'iul iiu'imi, 1 know very well we have no )iower"io touch it 
wilhiii the States wln.'re it now exists ; but, even there, we cnii 
snrionnd it by free Slates, whose uctiiiu tind e.'iuin)il(! will 
it away." 

Agttinfjt Compromise, that insidious enemy of 
liberty, ho thus empliiititMilly warned his lu:;av- 
ors : 

" All our danj.'er liei iu rompromise. Then see to il, t!i;it 
t'',(He who represent \on are I'aiild'nl to lb" (ja^ise of i'reeilnin ; 
sei 'o it, thai they mak" no ("oniproiiii'ie witri shivery." 

While these prominent Free Soil Dmotn-atfl 
thus gave their sanction to the proposed union, 
it was under.slood also ilutt (he jneasuro re- 
ceived tho ap|)robation of MARTIN VAN IIU- 
REN, who, in liis letter accejiting the BufFuii) 
nomination^, had not only declared himself as 
" approving of tht; platform which the Conven- 
tion had adopted,"' btit as conscious, from my 
impressions of right and dut.y in regard to it, 
tiiat I .shall, be among the last to abandon it ; " 
and -who, in a very recent letter to the Cleve- 
land Convention, had declared his nnohanged 
conviction that the influence of the Govern- 
ment siiotild be kept actively and perpetually 
on the side of freedom.'' 

Quotations of this character might be ex- 
tended indelinitely. Tlicy might be gatliered 
from the speeches and letters of public men ; 
from the resolutions and tiddresses of political 
assemblages and conmiittees: and from tlio 
columns of tho press: biit it is not neci>.ssiiry. 
No one can dotibt that the masses of the 
earnest Free Soil Democracy were induced to 
go into tho nnion l.iy the iiopc tmd expcctaiion 
that the entire Domoeyar;y would unite in tlic 
great purpose to di\(trce the Federal Govern- 
ment^ from slavery, and resist all future com- 
protnises with wrong; and t.)y thoir convictitm 
that, in case this hoiie and expectation should 
be distippointcd, that thoy who were now fore- 
most in recommouding the union would bo 
foremost in repudiathig it. 

Tliat there wa.s ground for tho opinion so 
confidentiy expressed in respect to the preva- 
lence- of Free Soil opinions among the D(?mo- 
cratio masses, was made snflficiciitly apparent 
by the answer of the candidates to' tho inter- 
rogatories touching their positions on the sla- 
very question : among which answers, that of 
Mr. Ch,ttfie!d. nominated by t!te Hinikcrs fltr 
Attorney General, w^as as decisive and ns explicit 
in its anti-slavery character, as that of eitlter 
of the Radical Oenrocrafcs. Not many months, 
however, elapsed, botore an occasion presented 
itself for testing, in a more striking manner, 
the consequences of the nnion. 

Cttn gross assembled in December, 1849. and 
the wholequestion of slavery and slavery exten- 
sion was brought into discussion. The re.suli 
is now before us. Strengthened by the influ- 
ence of several prominent Doraocra'ts, and aitl- 
ed hj the whole power and iniluence of the 



Whig adinituBtration, HKNRY CLAYKUCtjcod- 
0(1 ill (iiUTyiuf!; tln'ori}j;h liotli Housoh l;lmt Korios 
oi' now known iiH the Coin]ivomiHO mciis- 
nros. It iM duo to tlio memory (if that diatin- 
•:;uiHhcd Htsitostuun to say, tliat thoso moasuvos, 
us fskdtf'liod in tlio ros'ahiiionH submittod by 
iiiin to tho 8onutu, tbough tlioy did not yield a 
sin<i;lo dnniand ol'tbo FrtiuSoil Democvatsj, were 
yet much io.ss obnoxious in their obaractoi* than 
they finally booaino, througb tlio alterations by 
Aviiich it Muis Bought to rooomniond them to 
filavo State Sonator«. But it in duo to truth, , 
I'lU'ther to say, that not a single umondmcnt 
was made in any one of tho Compromise biii!^. 
designed to nuvko them move a(ic(iptablij to tho 
opponents of slavery. ICvory cluingu was against 



Tho admission of California into tbo Union 
Hficin'od indeed the territory Avitbin its bmits 
ngainst tho introduction of slavery, except 
through the act of tho Stuto itself: and tho 
prohil.)ition of the slave trado in tbo District of 
Columbia relieved the city of Washington of 
tho slave pens which had disgraced ua: though 
it continued to slavery itself, and to the ordi- 
nary tralHc in human beings within tlie Dis- 
trict, the full protection of national legislation. 
The other acts, which converted a vast district 
of free territory into slave soil; assumed five 
millions of the Texan State debt ; undertook, 
without any constitutional warrant, to bind 
i'uturc Congresses tn admit slave States out of 
New Mexico and Utah, should the inhabitants 
allow slavery ; and, in plain violation of the 
Constitution, in derogation of State rights, and 
in disregard of the common principles of justice i 
and humanity, attempted to degrade the free- 
men of the North sind West into the slave- 1 
catchers of the General Government, were till i 
utterly repugnant to tho principles of Radical ■ 
Deinocracy. To approve of any of thesci acts, 
or to acquiesce in any of them — osoept tbo act i 
providing for the settlement of the Texan ; 
boundary, and tho payxnont of the Texan debt, j 
which Avas in its nuture iiTe[)ealable — seemed j 
inipossiltle for Democrats who luid ))lc(iged ; 
th?ir iiiith to freedom at Buffalo and Uticia. j 
Under these cir cum stun ce.-^. the Democracy { 
of New York met in Convention al Syracuse, | 
on tiie 10th of September, while the Cumpro- i 
m'lse Congress was yet in session. A united i 
ticket for State oliicers was again nominated : 
but the resolutions uttered no condemnation of i 
ol'nnxious measures of tho Cduiprtanisc!. v.'hich 
the Free Soil Democrats in Congress had ])erse- 
vovingly oppotiod; urged no action against na- 1 
t'.onali/.ed slavery : hiilod even to recommend i 
the repeal or modihcatiou of the Fugitive Slave i 
Law — more odious and more irreconcilable 
with Democratic ideas than tbo Alien and So- 1 
<iition laws: but -'congratulated the country | 
upon the ptsssagc of the Coinpromi.^o n . sures, j 
styled liy the Convention "ttK^ recent settle- j 
nicnt. by Congress, of the questions vvhii'.h have | 
unhuppily divided tho jjeopio of those States I'' j 
Concurrence in this action by the Radical De-| 



mocraoy wna a virtual abandonment of tho 
positions maintained at Rome and Utica, and 
oven of tho lower ground taken by tho Musw 
Convention at Syracuse. 

Disregard of the (daims of freedom, far lesH 
marked than this, bad occasioned the llorki- 
mor movomont of 1847. Now, however, ac- 
c^uiesconcQ was judged oxpodieut by tboso dl«. 
tmguished citizens who possessed their conli- 
dcnce, and again tho Froo Soil Dom()cratp,with 
visible reluctance cm tlio part of many, sus- 
tained tho nominations of tho Convention. 

Tho same conventional action, followed by 
tho same asquioscenoo. was repeated in .1851. 

Still tho Free Soil Democracy of New York 
"was uncommitted to tho support of national 
candidates nominated upon any other than the 
national Democratic })latform of 1840, 1844, 
and 1848, which platform referred to slavery 
only in a single r(;solution, which had generally 
been construed by the New York Free Soil 
Democrats, as discountenancing not constitu- 
tional opposition to nationalized slavery, but 
unconstitutiontil interference by Congress with 
slavery in the States. 

Under these circumstances, the Baltimore 
Convention assembled in May last. As in 1848, 
so in 1852, slaveholding Conventions had de- 
clared in advance their determination to sup- 
port no candidates, nominated or not nomi- 
nated by the National Convention, entertain- 
ing those views of slavery which the Radical De- 
mocracy of New York bad repeatedly avowed; 
which were cherished as sound and constitu- 
tional b>y a. largo proportion of tlm free State 
Democracy, and which had been solemnly pro- 
claimed as the convictions of tho whole De- 
mocracy of Oliio, by each successive Conven- 
tion, from 1848 to l'8a2, inclusive. All Demo- 
cratic fiiiitcsmen who would not take the test 
oath of allegiance to slavery were proscribed 
as Intidmissi'i'ic cr.rtdidates even for nomina- 
tion. As in J848. so in 1852, many of the slave 
States weru '^seuu^d by numerous delega- 
tions, whos(» unucu chisnors. upon all rpiestions 
not taken l)y States, wore able to di-own tbo 
voices of thi? delegations of tho free States, 
generally equal only in number to their electo- 
ral votes. The^o munerous delegations wore 
appointed aud attended in open disregard of 
tiie recommendation oi' the National Conven- 
tion of 1848, that the Democracy of each Statf.) 
should Hond no more delegates tlian tho State 
was entitled to have electors in the electoral 
college : and yet. when it was proposed, upon 
' the hrst dtiy of the Convention, to conhno each 
State to the i-eeommended number of delegates, 
and tlius insure to each its proper weight in 
the Convention, it v.as oppo.sed with such vo- 
heraence and pertinacity, th;«,t tho propo-sition 
was tinally abandoned, and tlie inequality again 
submitted to, The Convention thus constitu- 
ted, under tho oj^cration of the two-thirds 
rule — which madci a nomination impossible 
without tho coneurreneo of the del (ideation fioin 
tho slave States — nominated FKANKLiN 
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IMKIKUO, of Now Hfiinpshiro, und WILLIAM 
Jl. KING, of Ahi.btuna. uh <!tuidl(iiit:os loi* Proisi- 
(ieiit and Vice Pi'OHident ol' tiifs iJr»it-od Stittes. 
1 huvo no word to iittov in dispartigcniont ol' 
tho jtiHt olalmH ol' ciUiin' of tliono distinguiKliod 
oiti/cns to ruupoct and lionoi' for \.\vAv pvivatt! 
virtucM and public fturvicoM. 1 shall Hpoak only 
of tiioii* rolntions to tlui Vvqq Soil Denioovacy 
of tlio country, und of iJioir positions on tbo 
jiroiifc quoation of ylavovy, whioli in NOT SF/l'- 
TLL^D, ^vl^atovcn' politicians or political Con- 
vontionu may allivni. 

Tho recoi'il of General PI.,l.*jRCE, as a Ucipi'O- 
wontativo and Senator in Congress, j.ircHent.s liim 
as tho donior of reference and consideration 
to the petitions of tho peo]ilo a<i;ainHfc nation- 
alized slavery, and as tlio supporter of the ex- 
treme resolutions of Mr. Ciillionn in favor of 
slavery. No public record, within my knowl- 
edge, indicates his position during those years 
following; his return from Mexico, when the 
New Hampshire Democracy took ground 
apjalnst territorial slavery and natiov-iiilized 
slavery in this District. In his recent hitter, 
ivecepting the nomination of tho Compromise 
Democratic Convention, however, after dechir- 
ing with v.'hat pride and gratitude " lie should 
cherish the recollection of the fact thtifc tho 
voice which iirst pronounced" for him, ''and 
pronounced alone," came from Virginia, he 
proceeds to say : 

" J [incept tlio nomination , upon tlie p!:itforni ndopu^d by \ha 
(..'onveiuioti, not licwuisi; it i, cxivocUmI of iii'.' as a caiMliilalc', 
I)nt l)i.'(';Mi-e tlio jirini'.iplos it. cniUraff^ commanti the .■•pproba 
tion of my jnd.'^tiieiit, ami v.-ith tlit'tn 1 IselitM'i! ! cnn salcly say 
thai thfio lias been no word or aul ot' my lilt' in conllirt." 

The whole political life of WILLIAM li. 
KING, the nominee for Vice President, hus li he ]>rought to hear agarnsb either side, 
been marked hv hostility to the piincipics of l^l^i^orable men, having a common attachment 
the Free Soil Democrivcv. ii Democratic principles and policy, and sin- 

With FRANKLIN PlEPvCE lie onpose<l the P ^^^^ maintenance of Free Soil principles 

reference or consideration of petitions ajr^inst ii Compromise.'^, could not, ifc would 

slavery, and sustained the Calhoun ro^^olutions ii ^^C'"' without xi vsacniicc of seif-wspcct, act to- 
in ] 837. At a later rteriod. he united with the g*^'"ier upon any other ground. But the mam- 
opponents of tlie right of petition in donving to " tamers ol the Compromises and the supporters 
petitions of this character the poor piivikM^e of ii '-^f !^''^very were not content to unite with their 
k-ception. In 1850 he even went so far as to' l^^ini^cratic brethren upon these terms. They 
move to lay upon the table the iiucstion of re- H demanded an endorsement of tho Compromi.«es, 
eeption of a rietition agalust tiio extension of li '^"^^ distinct pledge a}2;amsb Free Soil speech 
slavery into Nev^ Mexico and Calii'orniti. and, ;! '^^'^ ^ifition. Hence all the interest felt in the 
of course, voted for the motion, the effect of 1'^^^^^"""^^ ^''^^"^'^^'g^'^ upon the resolutions rela- 
which, had ic prevailed, vroiild' have ]>ecn to ii ^"^S slavery: and, in the present condition of 
prevept the hare reception of tho petition. In pnblic nund. these resolutions may be sa3d 
respect to territorial Slavery, he has ever ni an !- i. ^o»«titute the platform. They are as fol- 
rainod the extreD:ie doctrine that every slave- • 

holder is warrantefl br tlio ron^f-it- rinn Jn i ''/^'•^''''''•'^ T'''*' i'"^'*'''- ""'^^ 

taking JUS slaves into any national territorv. ■' im- scvcrtii StaK'-. and thut such statrs are tiio solo .-mri proix-r 

and holding them there until prohibited bv the ' •!"i'r"V!'" <•y<-•^y;l''"r' aiiivrtaimn- to i1i>>m- own afn.irs, ..ot. pro- 

t- J 1 • ^ ,. i , Mibilcd 1)V Ilif <.oii<iMnlio!i ; tiiat all clloil.-i of tli.'. abolitioiiNls 

^rale law, atiCr the organization ot a State il or (.tlicrs.' mniU. to indn<-.> t'onn^ross to int-rtore wish (jncstions 

Govertunent : in other v^rords, that all national "'"^if'vfiy, or to take im-ipi^m su',.* m r- iation th.'reio. arc ..ai- 

I'l.lali.Ml Ik li-ad lo llif .iiii-^l alariiiini; and dai.;.'i'roin t'onsctiin'n 
<■(■-; and that all .-ncli rtlorts Iimvi* an in'-vitablu tfadi-iicy io 
ili.iiir.isli iht^ happiiic.>.-i ol" tin; pt'oplf. and pinlaiiir'T tli'! stability 
and iif-nsian.Micy ot' ilii! L'nion. and oii<;iii. .lol. lo be counli;- 
iiaiK i'i! Iiv any tVi.n.d ofonr politii.ial in;ii!.ii!ions. 

''J{r-!ti/rin\ Th.-it. tl.f i(j;ei'oiti2 rfjolntion covfrs and wa^s 
inlfiidtjd 10 i>iii!)ia'''.' I bi' whole Miiiioct ol" slavers a:.'ilation in 
('<):if:rn-;s ; and, tlL i-'fiirc, thu Domoi-rati'- >iariv ol' llie Union, 
^i,•!ndint' on tlii< national plaMVirni, will al>ide bv and adhere to 
a hiithlnl execnlioii oi'tlii' acl.* known ii> the (Jon.pron.i.'-c mea- 
sures, sflik'J by ihe ij,.;! Con;;rcdo, ' liie act lor rociuiiiiiDi; I'u;;!- 



Sitit.H Clin If « lo iliivsr' Turrltorie.', niiil carry his proporty of 

i.'vcry (li'Mjfipiioii Willi liirn." 

On another occasion ho said : 

" I l)iilii.n'ii lliiil winincvor a TiMriloriai (Jovonniioiil is u\tr(b- 
li<lii>i|, it' pf'iMiiis liiildiiie ^lllvt■rt tliiiik piopi'r lo jro tl.pii,' wiili 
iheiii, lliU (•uvernineiil \* boiiiid lo pi'olwt llicii. till tlm pciijjil 
iirriM'H wliei. iliii po{iuitiiiuii ii> hUllk'ioul I'ur tliu 1'mi'IiiiiUuu of ;i 
L>late (jDihiiiniioii." 

On another occasion ho said ; 

" .'Vrc wi! not. ptoli'cltMl ill our propttrlv if iiIiocho t.i i;o 
thiMe? I hold llial we iiro, luiil llinl 111" •'I'erriioiiul Iji';.'islal iim! 
has no power wimlever lo (la^s aiiv law wliitdi di^troy-i lliat 
di'S(!ii|itioii 01' piopeiiy in Ihiit 'l.'i.-rriloiy. They arc hound, on 
lh(! other l.tiiitl, lo pant laws lor tiie jMOlccilioit ol" piopiTly, of 
jl wliHicver ile.erii)iion, * ''' Sir. T liavo no apprelnMiiioii 
of tho I'oioe of iMi'Mcaii law; mid if I yliiKf to if.'i.iovo wilh my 
property into lhat Territory, I would not btj duturrud oiiu iiio- 
iiieiit by the tippicliensioii ofaiiy .'sneli law," 

In hiwS letter accepting the nomination of the 
Convention, ho thus declares his present posi- 
tion : 

"Tlip plalfovm, im laid down by the Convention, niools will, 
my eoi'dial approbaiioii. \\ is national in till its parts; and [ 
am conti'nt, not oiilv to »taii(l upon it, but, nn all ouuasiotis, to 
delend it." 

Now, what Is tho platform thus endorsed by 
these eminent citizens? There has been little 
or no controversy, of late, in the ranks of tho 
Democracy, except on the subject of slavery, 
fn regard to this iiubject, radical differences 
have existed. 

The opponents of nationalized slavery and 
slavery extension 'were wiUing to unite -with 
i their brethren, who disagreed with them on 
! these questions, upon a platform which should 
! leave these matters of diiferenco open to dis- 
I cussion, without prejudice to either side, and 
j in support of a ticket so constituted as to all\jrd 
1 a guarantee that the influence of the AdminLs- 
' tration, should the nominees be elected, would 



territory is slave territory. In the course of 
the discussion whifjh arose on the petition juat'; 
referred to, he said : 

" What do ihoy asK 7 Thfy a^k that. l>y the aeiion of f'on- ii 
.'iie>.s, slavery ^llall bo pioliihiied fnnii ;;oiii'r into the 'rnnioiie-, . 
^^•ly svell ; doe* tli!' S'-aaror pii-t^Mid thai li.e pr.-iver ol" liie peli- ; 
lion does not ca!l lor aeiuni on lb" pari of <.'oii'_'rr's> / \),>i-< be ' 
not know tiiat. without >.oi.ie >n<-li at'iion, ev< r ' fJiate lia< an i 
equal right in this Ttnitoty. auil that eveiy cilizoii of the United i 
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liven from Rprvii'o nr lulior' liuiliiilpd ; wliit.'li mil Itcinp doslptiPil 
III I'lmy out iiu cxpi'iss iHdvisioii ol" llio ('iiiLliliiliiiii, hhiiiidI., 
Willi ll'ili'liiy liicrcio, Iki iviicaliMl (ir m» (ilmiifjwl m Io (li-atKiy or 
iinimir in c'lruni'iiov. 

•■ l,'':<iiii>i'il, 'I'liiil the DeiiioiTiilii: parly will ivsiftl. nil nit('in|)t» 
lit II iii'witi;:, ill f lonuri'usi or nut iil'il, ilic' Muilalioii ol'llu' slave- 
ly ijiu siioii, miilor wlialuvcr slmpo tii doior the ttltciiipt may lii' 
iiiiiil" " 

Thoao vosohitions safcisly in full tlio (.loniiinds 
of t ill! Com prom i ISO DcmocrutH. Tlioy vepndi- 
iito till) oon8tnict'uin placed hy tlio New York 
nuninortiey upon tlio sliivrtry rosolution of tho 
tin;:;!niil UiiUinioro platlbrm, and plod||;o the 
out in* OiMiiocraoy to t lio support of tho Compro- 
ini.so:^; to tho perpetual ninintisnanco and cxg- 
otition of the Fugitive Slave Law; and to re- 
Histanoo to all disuu.ssion oI' wlavory, in Congress 
or out of Congrest^, under Avhatovor ahapy or 
color. 

No tA'vO persons, probably, contributed more 
than the nominees of the Convention, to place 
the Democratic party in its present attitude. 
Gon. FIKRCE, in behalf of Northern Compro- 
mise Domocrats, thus wrote to Major LALLY, 
lit Baltimore, immediately before the sitting of 
tho Convention : 

" Tlu^ sniiiiiioiil of 110 one Siati? is to bo voganiod on 1,liissiil»- 
ji'i't ; liiif liaviii!: ibiifilif. llic liallln in Now llaMi.isliiiv upon tiie 
lMi:.Miiv(' yirtve ijaw, and upon what wo liciiavo to be Uie <;rouiid 
ofciiustitatioiia! ii;:!it, we sliould, ol'ooui.se, iii.";ire tiie ap|>roval 
ol" till' !), nioinauy of llui loauiry. What I wish to say to you 
i< tliis : if llic ('oiiiiiroun^i' iiii'ar^nros an- notlo be snlistatitially 
aiui liriiily maiiiiiiiuwl, tiie phiiu right-s secured liy tho Consii- 
tiitioii will be irar.ipied ill ibe (Ui'^t. * I f we of I ho Nortli, 
wlio have .stood by ibo coiistiiutionai ri^jiit;! of the Sout'i, are 
til be abandoned lo any tiiue fiervins: poM(;y. the liopes of De- 
niDiTaiiy rind of tho Union must :;inic tiit'i lber." 

iMonths before this, Mr. KING, in his letter 
to C. 11. Donaldson — that noted man of straw — 
had thus strongly expressed his feelings in re- 
gard to Free Soil Democrats, and the necessi- 
ty of repiidiating all political connection with 
tliein : 

'■ ^jd long as p. lar^'f' poniou of the Democracy of tiio North 
Und ilii'iii.-. Ive; to tlie ;iiivoc;icy of I'ree i^oil doehines, mid 
!ii;i!;e eoiiiiuou cause with llie infamous a^iialors and A l)o!i- 
t:(jn^l>, no portion of the Ir^ouilieiu Domocruey will ever be 
fi)iiiid aeiiui; ill eoneoit Willi them. All our troubles have 
;iri»i-ii from the e);tr;iordiiiary eooducl of tbixe p'-olWjiuf; Deiuo- 
tr:il.s in whom the D.-iiioeriicy once reposed uniinunded eonfi 
lii'ii'ip, and felt deli|j:iiied to honor. I5ut lor tiieir liase abaudou- 
iiii'iit of luiiicipie, /Mioliiioiiisin would have slid been confined 
to a poiiion of the Whij,' party, and a small sound of ignorant 
I'aiialies." 

This statement presents the question": Can 
tliose Democrats who united at Jhilfalo in a 
solemn declaration of their independence of 
tho sliivo power, and of perpetual opposition to 
slavery extension tiiid nationalized slavery, or 
those wlio, perceiving tho entire harmony of 
this declaration with the groat principles of 
Democracy, have since declared their concur- 
rence in it, now support tho nominees of the 
Baltimore Compromise Convention? 

It cannot be denied that the slavery resolu- 
tions of the Convontion-s p»latform :iro utterly 
in-econciiablo with this declaration. The 
candidiitos represent the platform, and espe- 
cially the slavex'y resolutions. To their inliu- 
oncc and action the course of the Convention, 
in the adoptiou of these resolutions, must, in 
no small degree, be ascribed. It is not easy to 
soe how any man. whether Radical or Hunker, 
Free Soil or Pro-Slavery, in view of these facts. 



can liositftto as to tho pvopei' nnswor to bo givon 
to tho question just aakod, To mo it soem« 
that conHistenoy, honor, soU^roHpoot, lidolity to 
oiigagemonts — indeed, all obligations, moral 
and politlcnil — bind Free Soil Democrats to 
withhold thoir support from these nomination«. 

And yet J am aware that not a few promi- 
nent inciividuals, deeply engaged to tho Freo 
Soil Democracy, and among them tho threo 
distinguished New York Demoorats, whoso 
declarations 1 luivo quoted in a I'ormer part of 
this letter, have announced tlieiv purposo to 
support tho Compromise candidates. I am 
; aware, too, that with two or three unhappily 
I distinguished exceptions, tlio Free Soil Demo- 
Icrats who take this course tleclare themselvea 
i asmucli as over opposed to nationalized slavery 
and the Fugitive Slave Law, aud as ready as 
over, wlietlier as private citi/.ens or as Repro- 
jsentatives, to speak and vote against both. 
I I entertain a very high personal respect for 
these gentlemen, i followed their load, cheer- 
fully and zealously, until, in 1850, they acqui- 
esced in till ; Syracuse resolution congratulating 
i the country upon the ptissago of tho Compro- 
! mise measures. Notwithstanding this, I still 
hoped tind believed that, upon the occurrence 
of a crisis like the present, the Democrats of 
; New York -wovdd again feel it their duty to 
I intervene — that the voices of her freemen"' 
; would 1)6 again •' lifted up to warn, to encour- 
j age, and U) rally the friends of freedom, the 
i lovers of justice, and the supporters of the 
I Constitution:'' that it would agayd "peal, in 
: trumpet-t(mes, ac Herkimer and Utica,'-' and 
] be I'e-cchoed from - every hill-top in. the State." 
! Thousands share with me the keen regrets 
i occasioned by the disappointment of this hope. 
I Thousands — and among them not a lew New 
I York Democrats — while they will not question 
i the motiv,'*s or the fidelity to their own convic- 
' tions of those who take a ditierent view, fail 
I to see either the propriety or prudence of sup- 
i porting tho Compromise Ticket, and thus giv- 
I ing the highest possible sanction, even while in 
i words rejecting it, to tho Compromise Plat- 
1 form. 

I If it be not yet too late, I would respectfully 
I ask these gentlemen themselves, what they ex- 
i pect to gain for Freedom or Free Soil Democ- 
; racy by supporting the Compromise Ticket? 

Is it that Free Soil Democrats will share in 
the patronage or influence the action of the 
Administration, in the event of succe.=s ? This 
expectation must rest upon one of tv.'0 suppo- 
sitions: either that Free Soil Democrats will 
forego the as.=;ertion of their principles, in which 
^ case Frecilom would gain nothing, but loso 
■ much ; or that General PIERCE, notwithstand- 
, ing the platform and his present position, will 
. give prominent stations to men whose actions 
I will endanger that very slave interest which he 
is expected specitilly to guard, in which ca.se 
I: the .supporters of that interest will have just 
|j cause to complain. Is either of these supposi- 
;! tions likely to be realized ? 
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Is it that the extension of slavery will ne 
checkecljOr the removal of nationalised slavery 
seeurcd? Everyone knows that the loading 
idea of the platform, fnlly endorsed by the can- 
didates, is the indefinite perpetuation of slavery 
at the national capital, with all the reproach it 
hrings upon our institutions and Government, 
and the permanent maintenance, as irrepeal- 
able, of the Fugitive Slave Act, marked as it is 
T)y the most unwarrantahlo invasion of the 
rio;hts of the States and the liherties of indi- 
viduals. It is well known, also, that persistent 
efforts are now being made to in trod vice slavery 
into California, cither- by an alteration of the 
Constitution, or by a division of the State and 
the establishment of a Territorial Government 
in the southern part ; to convert Utah and New 
Mexico into slaveholding Terribj^ries, with a 
view to the creation of slave States; and to ex- 
tend slavery by insular or continental acquisi- 
tions, in which the system now exists or may 
be established. To none of these projects can 
any effectual opposition be expected from the 
Administration of the Compromise Nominees, 
if elected. ' 

Is "it that the other great interests of Free- 
don j and Progress will be promoted ? What 
Avord does the platform contain in favo^of con- 
stitutional improvement of Rivers and Harbors, 
so iniportant to the progress of the West, and 
to which the Free Democracy pledged its sup- 
port at Buifalo ?• ' Wli!i..t wo):d ni favor of Land 
iloform, so important to the settlement of the 
public domain, and so beneficent to the strug- 
gling masses (>i our native population, and to 
the emigration which presses \1pon us from the 
Old World ? What word in tavor of any action 
or declaration by our Government, in favor of 
the nations of Europe contending for freedom 
against despots? No State has more uniform- 
ly and steadily opposed all these measures of 
Progress and Reform and Freedom, than that 
which pronounced lirst and pronounced 
alone"' for General PIERCE at Baltimore. 
Nor is there any vote or act of Ills, so far as I 
am aware, which does not justify its preference. 

Is it that Free Soil Democrats expect that,' 
■whatever may be the result of the pending 
election, the cause of Fi'eodoni. vrill' still sur- 
vive'? that the principles of living Domocrfi.cy 
will still inspire determination to maintain 
right and resist wrong ? that, at length, the 
slave power, with all the oppression and injus- 
tice it upholds, and with all its ostracism, social 
and political, of earnest friends to liberty, will 
be overthrown ? and that our National Govern- 
ment will become what our fathers designed it 
to be, a free Government in fact as well as in 
name, with all its influence actively and per- 
petually on the side of freedom at home and 



throughout the world ?• This expectation will 
not, { hope, be disappointed : but, if fulfilled, it 
will not be through but in s»;'ite of such action 
as that of the Baltimore Compromise Conven- 
tion. The support of its nominees, I am firmly 
convinced, will not hasten but retard its fulfil- 
ment. 

I have thus stated frankly, but with entire 
respect for those who differ from mo, the rea- 
sons which convince me that Free Soil Dezno- 
crats cannot, without marked inconsistency, 
support the nominees of the Compromise^ De- 
mocracy. I address them to you because it so 
happened that we v/ere eo-laborers in the prep- 
aration of the platform promulgated by the 
Buifalo Convention, and afterwards closely con- 
nected in our relations to the Convention and 
its nominees; because, also, wo ])Oth profess the 
same Democratic faitli, and desire the success 
of the same Defiiooratic measures. I knoAV not 
what yqr.r judgment will bo, after the persual 
of this fetter. For myself, T confess that it is 
with the deepest regret tha t I find myself com- 
pelled to separate in action, at this or any 
time, from any portion of the Democratic par- 
ty of the country, and especially from those 
New York Democrats with whom it has been 
my pride and pleasure, hitherto, to act. Had 
a liberal and tolerant spirit prevailed in the 
Baltimore Convention had no new tests, in- 
compatible with Democratic principles, been 
imposed; had the nominees represented that 
spirit, and the ideas of reform, progress, liber- 
t}^, and economy, embodied in the original plat- 
form, no division need have occurred. The 
Convention is responsible for the division. 

The Convention^ tvhick organized a Compro- 
mise Dcm.oc7-acii wponncw Icsts, created i he ne- 
cessity for a Radical and Independent TJemocracy. 
I am ready to submit to the judgment of can- 
did Compromise Democrats themselves, whether 
any honorable course remains for those who 
tiiink a,s I do, [tnd mean to act as they think, 
other than. independent action? Lot even those 
Free Soil Democrats, avIio propose to vote the 
Compromise Ticket, say whether we, who re- 
fuse so to vote, do anything more than carry 
out their own declarations and adhere to their 
own principles? 

May it not be hoped that there yet remain 
many thousands of Democrats in New York 
who will prefer to act Avith the JNDEPEN DENT 
DI^MOC RACY, openly and avowedly on the 
jside of liberty and progress, rather than v/ith 
I a COxM PROMISE DEMOCRACY, intolerant 
i alike of the claims and the friends of freedom ? 
j T remain, with the highest respect and regard, 
! yours, truly, IS. F. Chase. 

1 Hon. B. k BulJcr. 



